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God was with us in Jesus Christ, Immanuel.!!
“‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name 
Immanuel,’ which translated means, ‘God with us’” (Matthew 1:23).!!
Lord, thank You for coming in Jesus to save us.  Amen.!!
Genealogy!
! We know the story of Christmas so well we often write new takes.  I’m not a 
curmudgeon about such things, but tales of Frosty and Rudolph and Charlie Brown’s 
pitiful pine tree can distract us from the central story of the season, the birth of Jesus.  !
! Even our well-intentioned weaving of the cross into the narrative of nativity can 
sidetrack us from the simple truth that in the birth of the baby Jesus, God came to be 
with us.!
! Matthew began his genealogy of Jesus the Messiah with Abraham, the father of 
many.  God called Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldees to follow Him and to become the 
father of His people.  From Abraham Matthew traces, through fourteen generations, the 
line of birth to David, the king of Israel.  From the father of many to the king who 
consolidated the nation, Matthew then recounted fourteen generations to the 
deportation of the Jews to Babylon.!
! From father of many, to king of Israel, to exile in Babylon God called, created, 
and protected His people.  Thus Matthew offered fourteen more generations bringing 
the story to Joseph.  In this sense, Joseph was, “son” of David.  And, he would embrace 
his role as the father of Jesus, allowing Him also to be identified as, Son of David.!
! Surprisingly for the customs of the day, Matthew mentioned four women in the 
family tree, Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba.  From their stories, each of these 
women remind us of the rich grace of God through tragedy, trials, and even bad 
reputations.  !!
Mary!
! Even with the mention of these women in the family tree, the pattern of, A was 
the father of B who was the father of C, breaks with the mention of Mary.  “Jacob was 
the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is called the 
Messiah” (Matthew 1:16, underscore mine).!
! Matthew tells us very little about Mary.  She may have been very young by our 
standards.  Parents usually arranged the marriage of daughters soon after they could 
bear children, say 16 years old or so.!
! In one sense, Mary is a helpless pawn in the hands of her betrothed.  But Luke 
gives us insight into her character worth noting.  Mary exalted the Lord.  She recognized 
that “the Mighty One has done great things for me; and holy is His name” (Luke 1:49).  !
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! With insight and maturity and social conscience that may surprise us, Mary 
recognized the world-wide cultural and political impact the birth of Jesus would have.  In 
view of the promised birth she said, “He [God] has done mighty deeds with His arm; He 
has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their heart.  He has brought 
down rulers from their thrones, and has exalted those who were humble” (Luke 
1:51-52).!!
Holy Spirit!
! But before offering the song/prayer from which we’ve been reading, Mary 
responded to the angel’s announcement with the most profound thing we can say about 
her.  Mary opened her life without reservation to God.  The angel assured her, “‘For 
nothing will be impossible with God.’  And Mary said, ‘Behold the bond slave of the Lord; 
may it be done to me according to your word’” (Luke 1:37-38).!
! Mary opened heart life to the work of God.  God was working in Mary’s life 
through His Holy Spirit.  The Spirit of God was bringing new life into the world through 
Mary.  The Spirit gives life!!
! Over a formless void the Spirit of God moved, giving order and light and life 
(Genesis 1).  In the valley of dry bones, the Lord God promised, “I will put My Spirit 
within you and you will come to life” (Ezekiel 37:14).  Paul said, “The mind set on the 
flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace” (Romans 8:6).  Jesus 
said, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have 
spoken to you are spirit and are life” (John 6:63).!
! But in Mary the Holy Spirit generated a unique and new and separate life, the life 
of Jesus Christ.  At His baptism the Spirit of God descended upon Jesus and “a voice 
out of the heavens said, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased’” (Matt 
3:17).  The Holy Spirit generated the life of Jesus in the womb of Mary, then helped 
confirm God’s relationship with Him.!!
Joseph!
! The generating agency of the Holy Spirit gave the angel all he needed to 
convince Joseph of the right response to the situation.  The angel said, “do not be afraid 
to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy 
Spirit” (Matt 1:20).!
! Joseph was a righteous man.  This means he had to take action in the face of 
this unexplained and unwelcome pregnancy.  The law demanded that he divorce this 
woman who must have “stepped out” on him.  The only question for Joseph was 
whether he would publicly shame her or quietly divorce her.!
! Being righteous, he thought these were his only options.  To his credit, he leaned 
toward a quiet divorce that would help Mary escape some of the shame her pregnancy 
would cause.  !
! But the angel of the Lord had a third way for Joseph to consider.  The law was 
clear but the work of God through the Holy Spirit was also clear.  This new work of God, 
giving life and offering hope and bringing salvation, trumped the law as Joseph 
understood it.!
! The angel told Joseph to step up and embrace his role as the earthly father of 
Jesus, accepting Mary fully and exercising his right and responsibility as father to name 
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the child.  The angel tied into the genealogical tree, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is 
of the Holy Spirit” (Matt 1:20).!
! !
Emmanuel!
! Joseph obeyed the angel of the Lord.  His obedience is one of the marvelous 
lessons this story teaches.  Still, the story is about Jesus.  “She will bear a Son; and you 
shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins” (Matt 1:21).  
Jesus, Yeshua, Joshua, Savior!  !
! Then the angel offered a second name by which the Child would be known.  The 
angel quoted a prophet, “‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and 
they shall call His name Emmanuel,’ which translated means, ‘God with us’” (Matt 1:23, 
Is 7:14).  !
! In Isaiah this sign confirmed that God would protect His people in the face of the 
military disaster facing king Ahaz and Jerusalem.  God promised to make His presence 
known among His people.  !
! No matter how desperate things seem or how bleak they actually are, “a child will 
be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will be upon His shoulders; 
and His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince 
of peace” (Is 9:6).  God is with us!!
! Matthew began his Gospel with the promise of Immanuel, God with us.  And, he 
ends the Gospel story with the same promise.  “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age” (Matt 28:19-20, underscore mine).  “I am with you always.”  God 
is with us.!!
Jesus!
! The Holy Spirit continues giving new life.  This is what we mean when we say, 
“Jesus saves.”  Paul said, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old 
things passed away; behold, new things have come” (2 Cor 5:17).!
! “Call Him Jesus” the angel said to Joseph.  Embrace your role as father.  Name 
the child.  Name Him Jesus.  “Why?”  “For He will save His people from their sins” (Matt 
1:21).!
! It’s likely that many first century Israelites wanted a messiah to save them from 
Roman oppression.  It’s just as likely that we today want a messiah to save us from 
consumerism or the NSA or Islam or the Democrats or the Republicans.  It’s likely that 
we see our enemy as someone outside attacking us.  !
! Jesus promises to save us from our sins.  Our self-generated obstacles to faith, 
our idols, our preoccupation with ourselves, our lusts, our greed, our anger.  Through 
our self-absorbed assertions of individual freedoms and beliefs that we are the only 
ones who get it right, we refuse the salvation of God through Jesus Christ.  But this is 
why Jesus came.  The Christmas story is this simple.  !
! How do we respond?  God is with us.  !



�4

! Forty-two names comprise the genealogy of Matthew.  Mary, Joseph, an angel, 
and the Holy Spirit played pivotal parts in the story of the birth of Jesus Christ, Messiah, 
Savior, Immanuel.  Respond by knowing how your name fits into the story.  Amen.!!
101 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”


